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CARRIER AIR GROUP FIVE
FLEET POST OFFICE cves5/a16-3/(3ds)
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., Serial 073-50

30 October 1950
CONFIDENTIAL

From: Commander Corrier Air Group FVIE

To: Commander Task Foree SEVENTY-SEVEN

Via: (1) Commanding Officer, U.S.S. VALLEY FORGE (CV-45)
(2) Commender Carrier Division ‘THREE

Subj: Close Air Support in Korean Thester

Encl: (1) Statement of Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY-ONE
2) Gtaterment of Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY-TWO
3) Statement of Commending Officer, Fighter Squaedron FIFTY-THREE
4) Statement cf Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY~FOUR
(5) Statement of Commanding Officer, Atteck Squadron FIFTY-FIVE

1, In compiisnce =ith the verbal request of Commonder Task Force 77 the
following zomments and :-zcommendztions concerning Close Air Support in the
Koresn campaign 1. submitted. These comments are bBesed upon personsl obser-
vetior, disvussion with pilots, liaison officer, =nd the statements of the
squedron commenders of ithe Air Group,

2. (&) Alr Support in the Pusen Beach-head

Close A4ir Suppoert in the southeast sector of Kores wes provided by
Air Group FIVE on the following dates: 26, 28, =nd 29 July, 5, 6, 9, 16 and
26 sugust, and 1, 2 and 3 September,

Most of the occasions on which actusl Close Air Support was ner-
formed wes under & high degree of urgency, which demended a maximum effort
of 211 forces avgilshle to prevent complete loms of our beachehead in Korea,
Unfortunately, Naval zir close support was not employed to a very high degree
of effectiveness for the followring ressons:

(1) Communicotions were chiefly responsible for lack of effective~
ness, 41l aireraft were reguired to revort in to the Joint Operations
Center which was loceted first =t Tsegu, then moved to Pusan and
lzter returned to Teegu, The radio equipment provided the JOC was
elways so restricted in renge trst Nevsl Aircrsfit invariably had to
fly within a mile or two of the station to achieve sstisfactory
reception, Thrie caused flights to go considerably out of their way
gnd lose 4ime on stetion, After reporting in to JOC the flight
would be assigned a sector of the front =nd s controller to reyort
to, On 511 too meny occasions the controller to which the flight
wes ordered to report would be just returning to base, engaged in
handling Fé0's or F51l's or be on some other VHF channel conferring

B~-III~10
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with 2 ground control perty, In addition to these difficulties,

the Air Force employed 4 channel VHF equipment which might have pro~
vided a suitable number of frequencies for normal Air Force use but,
when both Air Foree and Navy responded to a plea for maximum =ir
effort, the avazilable channels beesme so crowded that communications
often broke down entirely,

(2) Grid Charts. Adding to the overall diffieulty was the lack of
common grid charts between irmy, Lir Force and Navy, The charts in
uge by the carrler pilots at this time were the W~rld Aeronzutical
Chert serics. This required explenction by the Nevy pilots, shift
by ‘the coniroller to Lotitude - Longitude coordinctes, and & con-
sequent Ioss »f Lime and an added burden to slready strained com-
munlcation channels, Multiple place~names, £11 difficult to vro-
nounce, contribuzed to this problem,

(3) ILiaiscn - Or two occosinns a system employing direct lisismon
betwean th= Corrier Task Forece ond JOC, together mith air controllers
furnizhed irom tte e-rriers, wos instituted, These measures zided
grestly in improving effectivenegs of Neval =ir close support, On
both these necssinong, however, the system was discontinued ofter a
short perind when the rround forces emergency had cppsrently subsided,
Then in effect, the work of the lizigon offieers -nd the Navy con-
trollers was hampered by the slow -nd undependable communicetinns
between JOC and the Carrier Task Frrece and the non-eveilability of
115/.45 Octane gegonline at Tzegu =nd Pusan,

(b) Alr Support in the Inchon Invasion,

Durins the Amphibious Operation at Inchon close 2ir support waos
furnished during the period 12 September 1950 to 30 September 1950, During
this period Neval close air suppert wag considered very effective, There
were good recsons for thls effectiveness. The &ir Group wes now working -wvith
the seme Taetical Lir Control Squedron with which it hod trained befrre de-
ploying forward, The same systems of repcrting in, crbitting, merking tergets
end designation of tzrgets with which the pilots =ere familier were employed,
Radio channels were =ssigned so thzot zlthough o tremendovs volume of traffic
was handled, no individual frequency wes over-burdened. Good grid charts were
provided ond mere avellable in heth single chart form or in the form of hook—
lots of small charts, TIn 2ddition, rapid relisble ecmmuniczti~ns hetween the
ecrrier ond the Teacticzl Lir Direction Center wss available,

CONFIDENTTAL
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(¢) Discussion, It ncw seems appsrent thet 21l carriers deploved over=
sans should be prepered to rerform close air support, st least during the
early stopes of hostilities, No other operation in which the Navy engages
requires such a high degree of coordinction of effort and teamwork as properly
performed air suppert. To depend upon another service to provide the Tactical
Adir Controlier and Ground Controller to direct Neval Airecraft is comparable
to sending a foothsll tezm into an important game with a borrowed backfield,

~No degree of standardization is going to schieve the degree of integrati~n
desirable and obteinable by erntrolling Naval airerzft with Neval personnel,

30 Cetober 1950

Although many phases of the Neval airground support furnished in the
Pugen beach-head period of the Koresn campaign showved peed for improvement, it
shovZd nnt he construed that the overall result was ineffective, On the con-
trary. thers were meny ‘ndiertions of the tremendcus sssistance furnished by
Navel aircraft to the g-ound frerees, Time and arain the enthusizsm for regults
echieved wns expressed by the Teetieal Alr Controllers znd Ground Controllers,
The heavy ordnanaz loads corried by the Corssirs and Skyreiders wss always wel-
comed heertily, .s one Lir Controller put it, reporting to his ground counter-
part ‘n the froms iines. ™"I'm eoming over with a bunch of Navy plenes =znd,
Brother, they're really losded." On another occesion the Navy liaison pilots
at Taegu heard everywhere the glowing praise of the Navy pilot who hed wiped
out & complete company ~f enemy treops by teossing a2 Napslm bomb inte the mouth
of the tunnel in which they hed soucht refuge, Navy lisdson officers =t Taegu
in August hesrd the results of POY interrogation 2t the J,0,C, To the
guestion "that U.8. wezpon do you fear the most?", the POV!s were umanimous in
enswering, "the blue z2irplanes",

RECOMMENDATTONS

1, Thet Tactical Air Centrol Sguadrons be required to furnish resdily deploy-
able "splinter units" equipped with mobile communieaticn equipment and be
prepzred to eontrol esrrier sireraft in close suppert wherever ond when~
ever required, ' '

2. Thst more joint exercises in which Naval aircraft support sround forces
be scheduled for peacetime trzining,

3, Thzt a standsrd grid system he used in all branches of the sarvice,
4e That 211 pilets be afforded en opportunity to spend 2-4 weeks =ith an

Army Division on ¢ field problem to obtain 2 famildarity with the equip=-
ment and methods employed by Army ground forees, '

v B-I11-12
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United Stetes Pacific Fleet
A3ir Foree '
FIGHTER SGUADRON FIFTY-ORE
¢/o Fleet Post Office
Szn Frenclseo, California
FvF~51/ilé~33a¢
Serial: 366~50
26 October 1950

From: Commanding Officer
Toz Commender Carrier 4Lir Group FIVE

Subjs Close alr support; information concerning
Ref:  (a) C4G-5 memo dtd 21 Oct 1950

1. In acccrdance with veference (a), the following informstion eon-
cerning the effcntivencss, or lack of effectivencss of close eir
supoort as accompiished in the Korean Theatre, is hereby submitted

as raguested, :

2+ Although flights were scheduled with the primary mission of pro-
viding close air suppert to the ground forees in the Pusan beach—head,
only one division wss subsequently utilized. In 211 other cases, ,
flights scheduled for sir suppert were dirceted to secondary missions
of interdictlon or armed reconnsissence. The division which furnished
close support wes of the opinlon that there were insuffieclent air co=
ordinstors to efficiently utilize aircreft aveilsble, and further, thet
ingufficient VHF radic chennels were provided, HNo clese air support o
missions were scheduled dr flown in the Inchon besch-head,

A.D, POLLOCK
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22 Oetober 1950

i EMORLNL UM

Fromt Commanding Officer, Fighter Squedron FIFTY TWO
Tot Conmander Carricr Alr Group FIVE

Subjs Note on Air Support

1., Fighter Squadron FIFTY TWO had no assigned close air support missiens
subsequont to tho Inchun lendings and as a resuli can not qualify any
comaents compering the close air support effectivemess efter Inchon to
the® rendcred in the Tacgu beach head,

2+ The fow close alr s.pport missions flown by this squedron indicated
a la~x of sufficient control units and a faulty communiecation set—-up.
Clomzr lielson woald permit assigning strike groups directly to control
unirs,

WeE. LAMB
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Air Foree VFSB/ﬁMMIer
FIGHTER SQUADRON FIFTY-THREE  A2-11(2)
¢/o Fleet Post Office 25 October 1950

Sen Franclsco, Californis

MEMCRANDUL

Froms Comaending Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY THREE
Tos Comnender Cerrier Air Group FIVE

Subjls Close Air Support; comments concerning

ls The followlng comments and discussion of Close Air Support
as experien:aed br ¥Wlghtor Squadron FIFTY THREE during the Pusen
and lachon peachiocads are submitted hereins

fe« Factors favoratly sffecting operstlons et Pussns

(1} The most important attribute wes thc constant surveil-
lancz of groand tcigets by controllers which guaranteed complete
cove eze of the target zves. The presenece of controllers so
femiiiar with the crea ailded tremendously in identification of
targets and the front lines,

_ (2) The use of smoke rockets employed et a leter date by
our own Valley Forge TiC's speeded up identificstion of targeta.
During later flights over the Pugan beachhead target assignment
was more sccurately identified by the uss of various colored
smoke rockets fired by the ground artillery which positively
outlined the srer of support.

(3) Coordineted attacks by use of ground controllers in
the terget srea end in direct communicstion with the eircraft
definitely incressed the oversll effectiveness, It is suggested
that this technique be employed for effective clese support
missions,.

be Factors unfavorably affecting coperstions at Pusani

{1) The most predomlncte foctor thet grestly reduced
operstions was lack of avsilable VHF chennels employed to control
flights in the objective area, The four (4) VHF channels were
congtantly overcrowded by the number of support sireraft end
controllere operating in the erea, -

— B-I11-15
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(2) The lack of coordination in the scheduling of flights
over the target srea resulted in confusion znd in meny instances
long delavs, It was necessary st times to assign a secondary
target on which 1o Jettison bomb load; due to limited time avail=~
able over the touiget,

(3) Flights experienced poor to unsstisfactory comnunieca-
tions with PHellow Control Center," It was necessery tc proceed
to within ten ((0) miles in order to "check in" or "out" due to
the limitzd recevtion of JOC!s radic equipment.

(4) 4 stendard grid system would heve sided in the locatlon
of targets. It wes ap: 1Lcnt thet both services were using nothing
more then stendexd eeroaautical chart {secele 1 - 1,000,000).

2+ The f01l0w1;; comments apply to the Inchon landingss
as Factors favorable in effecting operationst

(1) The reporting in end out system employed wes very
effective and greatly mininmized congestion and deley in report
to gsgigned areeb.

(2) The method used in assigning targets and close support
missions were well coordinetod end accurztely disseminated to the
incoming flights, '

(3) Terget assignments were consistent with losdings allow-
ing for maximum effectiveness. This factor wes psrticulerly
neticeeble and encoursged the pilots to exort mexlimum efficl.

on each mission,

(4) The grid system omployed during this operation was
very effective and resulted in pin point identificetion of
targets.

b, Unfaverable commentss

(1) The grid system used during Inchon support wes ex-—
cellent, however, it is recommended thet the grid meps be printed
. on smaller sheets to be used in the cockpit. The large sheets
were bulky end often very unhandy.

. affensnni 3-TTI-16
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(2) Close air support missions and gun fire support often
were intergrated during the same period crusing unnecessery
risks ond danger. Therc were two (2) instsnces in which gunfire
support wes conduzted during and on the seme terget; thus cous—
ing decrersed efficiency of the support aircraft due to emphasis
on loock out precautions,

(3) In compering the operations conducted at both the
Inckon end Pusau aress, it wes very noticesble thet there was a
definlte lazk of over all control and scheduling during the
Pusan operationa

ce Recommendation.:z

(1) Thet a stendsrd grid system be employed for both Adr
Forse and Navy support worke :

(2) That grester emphasis be placed in giving pilots the
latest sccurate informztion end briefing on the position of the
current bombline.

.(3) That more tresining be given to new pilots in close
air suppert tectics and terget identification. :

(4) That more VHF chennels be uscd for close air support
missions. R

(5) Thet Control Centers be given nore eadequate commun~
ications eguipment. : o

% R. PITTMAN
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
AIR FORCE
FIGHTER SQUADRCN FIFTY FOUR
¢/o ¥PO, San Francisco, Calif,
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| . 26 OCT 1950
MEMORANDUR | |

From: Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FIFTY FOUR
To: Commander Carrier Air Group FIVE

Subj: Close 8ir Support
Ref: (a) COVG-5 Memo of 21 October 1950

1. In compliance with r:lerence (a), comments on the Close Air Support
Zn the Pusan and i.chon areas are submitted herewith. Operational pro-
cedures are discussed on a comparitive basis.

4, Planning

1. A11 close suprort missions in the Pusan area were primarily
figall strike" missions, whercas the Inchon area flights were
scheduled in accordance with a promulgated operation order,

B. Charts.

1, No elose support charts of the Pusan defense perimeter were
made available to pilots in this sguadron. For this reason no
targets coulid be pin pointed by use of target ccordinates alone.
Only a general area, such as a village, could be designated by
name or by latitude and longitude. In all cases of a pin point
tarzet the flisht had to be shovn the target by a T.A.C.

At Inchon, clcse support charts were available which enabled
flights to strike pin point tarzets outside the bomb line with-
cut the services of a T.A.C.

C. Target Information.

1. At Pusan therc were generally no predetermined targets to attack
in the event contact was not made with T.A.D.C. or a T.A.C.
. However, at Inchon, pilots were thoroughly briefed on

b B-1I1-18
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road sweeps which verc uscd as alternite targets for flights
that were not assizned a c¢lose support mission,

D. Bomb Line.

1, Daily and accurate bomb line information in the Pusan area
was generally available t- pilots prior to launch, Bemb line
infrrmation in the Inchon area was usually vagzue because of the
rapid prrgress made by friendly forces,

E. R.I.0. Prccedures,

1. At Pusan flighis frequently could net report to the T.A.C.C,
without nrceeeding directly cver its geographic location. As
a vesult, fligit lesders, because of limited time on station,
had ta by pass the T.A,.C.C. and report to any available T.A.C.
for target assionment.  This prevented the T.A.C.C. from having
crinpleta positive control of 21l aireraft in the area.

2. Terrain featurss and use of emergency eguipment by the T.A.C.C,
is considersed t~ be the main cause ~f the R.I.0. failures at
Pusan.

3. Lt Inchen R.ILO. eentrel was rigidly eontrelled and communica-
tirns were very geod. However, when the T.A.C.C., was establish-
ed ashere, both the T,A.C.C. and the T.A.D.C. required R.1.C.
on the same channel, resultinz in e~nfusion and increased traffic
on an alresdy overloaded channel,

F, Target Designaticn and Centrollers.

1. Ceontrollers at Pusan were Air Ferce air and ground controllers,
Pin printinz of targets was difficult due to lack of charts com-
mon to Air Force and Navy, Air Force controllers usuzlly had
too many flights to contrcl with the result that it tock entirely
to much time to brief one flight ~n a target!s lecaticn. Often,
flights of prepcller aireraft would heve to stand by while jet
aircraft were briefed on the target and completed their attack,

2, At Inchrn Marine contrcllers could easily pin point targets by
use ~f gridded charts and pilots experienced no difficulty in
locating assined targets. Flights reporting cn staticn were
without undue delay when close support targets were nct avail-
able,

G. Armament.
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1. Specified armament 1nads, designated by code name tn facilitate
reperting and target =ssignments vere used at Inchon, but nct
at Pusan, It is c¢onsidered that the NiPALY bombs, ¥Ké6, used
were inaccura e and generclly ineffective. The considered
rptimum Corsair leading for general purpcse targets is the 1000

~1b. GP bemb with VT nese fusing and inst, or .025 seennd delay
tail fusing, together with & wing load of four (4) 100 1b, GP
bombs inst., fused ~r feur (4) HVAR!s.

2. In summation, it is c-nsidered that the following items were weak
prints in the Inchon and Pusan ~peraticns, and improvement is desired:

(a) VHF Radi~ Equipmsnt.

1. 'deguate channals commen to both Air Force and Navy,

2. Ground radis equipment should have added range and reliability.
(b) Grid Charbs.

1, Gri¢ charts common to all services and available for all
eperations,

{¢) R.I.0. Procedures.,

1. Standardized R/T vecabulary and procedure for both fir Force
and Navy,

2. Either T.A.D.C., or T..L.C.C. control, with no overlapping of
functi-ns or centrol.

(a} Zrmament,

-1. Continuved study -n ~ptimum lcadings, particularly preoper fus-
ing,

D. K. ENGLISH

{Enclosure {5) to CAG-5 Cunf.
Ser. 073-50)

. ' VAB5:0P : 3d

A16~3
26 OCT 1950
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From: Comminding Officer, Attack Squadron FIFTY FIVE
Te: Commander Carricr dir Group FIVE

Subj: Clnre L%y Suppert in the Pusan and Inchon Beachheads; comments
crncerning :

Ref: {a) CCVG—5 meme of 21 Oct 1950

1, In compliance with reference (a) the following are this sgquadron's
comments ecncerning the effectiveness or lack of effectiveness of c¢lose
air supprrt in sutject areas:

a. Pusan area:

(1) Tiais~n: Scumed tco be lacking on the higher levels, In most
instznces it was not knorn where frent lines were, This information came
in wvery slewiy and was wacertain, '

(2} Conrdination and scheduling vas lacking in mest instances., It
was scliem kncwn whether a fiight was t~ be close air support or armed
reccnnaisgance fr-m cne day to the next., There secmed to be no scheduling
~f Nayy flights over =nv ~ne particuler area cr target, There was no
central orbit pnints tn hold flizhts away from the target are2 until called
fer, thus an area would have many aircraft for a while and then when the
flights ha? te return to base the TiC woulcd be completely without, Fre~
quently Navy flights weould be held orbiting » target while Air Force F-5lts
were called in from other areas.

(3) JOC and T4{DC: In mest instances the reception of instructions
frem the JOC and TADC was extremely weak necessitating flying directly over
the statimn to cbtain desired roception. The number »f radic channels
ayailable t~ the JOC and T'DC was limited to four, consequently they were
always crowded and in may instances recepticn wes crmpletcly blanked cut.

(4) Flights: The actual number ~f flights launched flew close
air support because there were no secondary targets assigned by the ship
and the T'DC did n~t h ve any sccondary targets to assign. Consequently
the flight, after contacting.either the T'.DC or TAC, was on target only
a relatively short time, This scems t~ be an ideal situatinn, however the
scheduling ~f these flights wns such that many support flights left the
target area at the same time. The leading for these flights was unusually
light when compared with the normal loading ususally carried. This was due
primarily t~ the leng distance between the target area and the carrier
force, normally between 150 2nd 200 miles,
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(5) Charts: The charts used by the Navy in this phise of close
nir support were the normal air navigation charts while the Air Force was
using = gridded chart that we dic¢ ncot have., It was necessary tc cause
the T'DC ~r TAC tn repeat messages of lecation using latitudes and longi-
tudes in crder to locszte the gecgraphic secteor vhere the suppert was need-
ed,

(6) Targets selected: In many instances the targets sclected were
never actunlly sighted by the flizht leader. It was necessary for the
flight t» e¢xpend external crdnance léads on areas and towns on the order
~f the TAC whether or not he hnd actuslly seen military targets,

(7) Front lines: 1In many instances the exact knowledge of where
the front lines were wes n~t known., There appeared to be little use made
~f marker panels, a neccssity if pilots are nct tc attack friendly troops.

b. Inch-n =areca:

(1) Liaison: The clese ~ir suppert rendered at Inchon was well
plame- in advancc s~ tiat it wes knrwn by all c-ncerned exactly how it
was t~ be drne,

(2) Crordination and scheduling: Crorcination wos handled through
cperati~ns plens an" varinus cperaticns crders, conscquently even the pilots
knew what tn expect frcm TADC., By Air Cperstions Orders, sguadrons wers
aware rf bath primary and secondery missicns which were planned well in
advance. In schec/uling flights, the flight leaders were briefed ¢n second-~
ary targets as well as for elose air support. 1In all instances missions
were carried cut with a minimum delay,

(3) JOC and T'DC: In every instance instructicns werz received
from the TDC with 1ittle or no interference, thus enabling the flight to
proceed cn the mission assigned with 1ittle cr no delay., The TADC had
available t~ him 10 radio channels so that flights rendering support would
net interfere with the reporting in and cut net., ¥ith the large number
~f flights reprrting in and out with the T.DC, this net at times was
crowded but that was the excepticn. Prier to a flight being assigned a
secrnidary missirn, a specific channel was assigned them. On a2 few occasions
mrre than rne flight was on one channel thus crowding it. However prior
to the TADC m~ving ashore, communications were excellent,

(4) Flights: The number of flights of this squrdron utiligzec in
actual clese air support was comparatively few, however nermally the
flights so utilized were able te stay in the tnrget area a much leonger time
and wer:e able to carry considerable more crdnance than those in the Pusan
area. This enabled the air eontroller to pick out targets of more value
than heretef-re, :

P B-III-22
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(5) Charts: ‘Thc charts and maps uscd by the flight leaders and
the air c-ntrcllers were standardized s» thot targets could be given by
conrdinates, thus targets were located by the flight lenders quite rapidly.

(6) Frent lines: Due tr the small but compact area ~f the frent
lines, the preblem of distinguishing targets elese to and beyond the front
lines was coatrelles e~mpletely by the T.CP. ilso panel mlrklngs were
utilized when flights were assigned sscondary missiocns,

2. The follrwing are rcecommendaticns for the remedial action coneerning
the ab~ve criticisms:

a2, The atandardizotirn ~f such items as training, communieaticns
phrascelogy, radic equipnent, charts, weapons an? even aviation fuels would
acernplish much toward eiiminating most of the =2bove discrepancies.

(1) Tt would be advantageous tr all services to train tcgether for
the mission ~f elese air support. The zord points of the three air. services
could be expicitcd so that ~ne nlose air support Aoctrine would be the end
result., Ezch ~f the scrvice compenents woulcd be awarce »f the capabilities
and limitati~ns ~f the others in all respects. '

b, It is necessary that intelligence flows steadily between the pir
Foree, irmy and Navy in order t~ perfrrm close air support effectively.
The last minute positinns of friendly and enemy troops is a necessity along
with known intenti~ns, capabilities and limitations. This information
would permit the scheduling of close air support flights tc remain over the
target area continuocusly. '

Co The'assignment to a ship or air greup, of o shore tactical air
gontroller fully equipped to handle all clese support flights regardless of
the origin ~f the flight,

N. D. HODSCN
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